A Season of Trust

Sophia and CC were enjoying a quiet breakfast together in the kitchen. Sophia was nursing a cup of coffee and reading the
front page of the New York Times, while CC wagoging a piece of toast as he concentrated on fiageof the Wdl Street

Journal. The tranquility of the morning was interrupted byritiging of the ¢lephone. It only rang twice and then stopped.

A few minutes later, Marie appearidthe archway of the west entrance into the kitchen. In a soft tone, sh@Eaamlise

me Mrs. Capwell, you have a phone call.O

Sophia looked up from the paper and replied, OThank you Marie, 101l take it in here.O She stood up and walked over the
counter and lifted the receiver. OHello, this is Sophia Capwell.O CClwakgitly distracted bySophia answering the

phone as he was heavily engrossed in the latest article regarding the housing market. He liked to be kept appraised on any
lucrative dealsn the stock markewhere he could investoney in order to flip a property purchaseinothercommercial

rental unit. He could only hear a few words coming from Sophia.

OOh, yes | remember,0 commented Sophia to the caller. There was a brief pause as Sophia listened to the person on the o
end and then she saiight, yes| know it is. Can | call you later with a date and time?O She paused for another second

and then finished the conversatio@Great, thanks for calling and weOll be in touch soon.O As she set the receiver back into
the cradle, she let outsdlentsigh. A look of worry shadowed her fac8he closed her eyes for a momienan attempt to

regain her composure.

Upon noticing a longer than normal spanitésce, CC looked up from page figadturned towards Sophia and asked,
OHoney, who was that oretphhone?Is everything okayO

Sophia turned around and her face waddenlybright and sheaid with a smile, OOh that was just Jennifer fronRéae
Crossasking if | would volunteer again for he@nnual golf outing on May 150 Sophia felt terriké forlying to CC about
the real identity of the caller, but she had good reason for withholding the truth.

CcC didnOt suspect any omission fidophia. O1tOs something | know you feel passionate about so just let me know if | can
do anything to help yoaut.OHis attention then returned to the article.

As Sophia settled back down in her chair she €iithank you darling. 10l let you know how you can be of assistance. | just
have to check my date book and call her Hatdr with a dg when we caget together to make the necessary preparations.
We have just about a month to get organized@only nodded in response. Soppieked up her paper and begarread

the next section, but the thoughts of the recent phone conversation distractechbeh gbat she couldnOt concentrate on the
black and white words that were begging to be read. She set the paper dahenamdlked out of the kitchen.

As sheapproachedhe doorway of her bedrogrBophiastopped short of entering. She just stoadrand looked around

the one room in the house that truly made herdeelire She looked athebook shelves that contained collectionsiofels

that either her or CC have read or hoped to.redel eyes then rested upon her vanity where she spegtartane putting

on makeup or fixing her hair. She let out a small laugh just thinking about the times when CC woulg dehied her and
tease her by messing up her hair or smearing her lipstick whenever he would spouhéto kiss her. Her eyethen

drifted to the bed that her and CC shared. The beautiful, ornately carved headboard only complimented the beautiful love
that her and CC shared together. Her marriag@Cmeant so much to her afabsing himwould crush her.

Even though she as filled withapprehensionSophia walked into the room and searched for her date book. She let the
phone ring three times and was about to hang up whefinsiig heard a voice come througlbGood afternoon, Dr. CrayOs
office. This is Vicki speakin@®

OHi Vicki, this is Sophia Capwell calling you back. Do you leweappointments for tomorrow?0
OYes, we do. How about you come to the medical certeé0gm for your mammogram?O asked Vicki.

OOKkay, that will be fine. Thank you for gettingimeo quickly. I hate these kind of appointments, but I0ll be there
tomorrow. Goodbye.@ophia was too lost her own thoughts to even let Vicki say goodbye in return.

Sophia sat down on the bed and let out a heavy sigh. Every year in Aygskyfeeling would creep intberconscious. It

was the time of year for her annual mammogram. SheOll never forget that Aprill886 when she discovered the lump in
her left breast. Those next few weeks were such torture. She kept vacillating kamgemothingandopting for the
necessaryréatment. Thank heavens Mary and Brick were there to talk sense into her, which made her decide to proceed



with the biopsy ad then thdumpectomy. Nownineyears later, she wasill cancer free, but the tdoga of a getting a
mammogram just never decreas&@hejust couldnOt think about all of this right now sodéwEded that she wanteddet

out of the house argbend the day with CC so she jumped in the shoWwero hours later, Mr. and Mrs. Capwell \eer
walking into the Queen of Hearts casinthey spent the day playing a little bit of blackjack, let it ride dddo poker.

They shared some laughs, lost some money and then enjoyed a nice lunch. Sophia was grateful that the time with CC
relieved hemind of the worrisome thoughts that were so desperately trying to stay at the forefront of her conscious.

During the ride homethe thoughts of the appointment weighed heavily on SophiaOs,minﬂaItSteepyso she nodded off
in the car. Upon pulliginto the garage, CC nudgbkdrawake. OWeOre home sweetligart.

OOh gosh, | didnOt realize that | had nodded off that long. | guess | was more tired than | thought.O Sophia said surprisingly

Mo you feel alright?Do you want me to ask Marie jost prepare a light dinner2Bked CC as they were stepping out of the
car.

@h, I0m just fine. A light dinner soundsnderful. Thank you honey for such a relaxing, fun day,O remarked Sophia.
OYou arevelcome my dear,O acknowledged CC as he wdpjs arm around SophiaOs shoulder and kissed her on the head.

After dinner, Sophia and CC sat on the couch and watched TV until they were ready fskiedy got comfortable under
the blanketsSophia laid her head d&COs chest and tried to cortcate on happier moments and not let the negative
feelings color the great day shad with her husbandShe felt CC give her a tight hug, which made her relax enough to fall
asleep.

Sophia feltroubledupon opening her eyes to meet the new dagesie knew she needed to slip out of thesk@and not

raise any suspicioftom CC as to where she was goir@C was still asleep, but began to stir. They always seemed to be in
sync with each other and tended to wake up at around the same&CiBrmeled over and opened his eyes. Sophia turned her
head and said, OGood morning.O

CC smiled and replied, OItOs always a good morning when you are the first thing | see.O Sophia smiled back and then lean
over to give CC a kisand tha proceeded to get tgnd walk towards the bathroom.

As CC sat up in bed, the phone rang so he reached over and picked up the receiver. Sipéll J8tened intently to CCOs
words to decipher who he was speaking $hie could hear CC sggs that he was availablejwn him and he would be )
glad to help and then she heard him hang up the phone. She walked back into their bedroom and asked, OWho was that?O

CC began to get up from the bed aail, OThat was Mason. He needsto meet hinat the Oasisit noonto disaiss an

issue he is having with the renovations on one of his rental properties. thimpenOt spoihg plans that you might have
madefor us since | know you like to do thisgnspur of the momentYou are more than welcome to come and join us, but
it probably wonOt be the masimulatingconversation for yo@

Sophia felt relieved since she knew she would be able to make it to her appointment and most likely arrive home before CC.
OOh, no, 1 didnOt have anything planned for us. Yabepd. €ll Mason | said hello and | hope you two are able to work
things out. ItOs nice that you and Mason can work together and that he can rely on you to be there for him.O

OWell, that istrictly your doing my dear. When he finally realized how much thislfeneeds yowand that he was wasting

so much time and energy being ajttaistic towards you, think he came to know in his heart that we all need to support

each other. You have made me a muchebgiérson. 10ve learned to be much more open and salie kids feel freer

now to come to me with questions. It was a hard lesson for me to learn, but because of you, IOve learned to love my childre
for who they are and natsist that they to live up to my expectations.O

Sophia walked up to CC and braced him. OItOs so good to hear you say those words. All the kidOs ever wantgowvas fo
to love them unconditionallgnd let them make their own mistakes withpat chastising them.O

OThat sentiment could be applied to you as well. I do loverymnditionally and truly respect you for being such a strong,
independent, loving, warm, intelligent womagO said as he kissed Sophia on the head.

Sophia broke from the embrace and said, OThgnk you CC. | know it took us a long time to getitd, thist pOm sure glad
we made iand are now together foreveNow, letOgo downstairs for breakfast.O



After the mammogram, Sophlieeaded home and was thankful that she arfieddre CC.Since she was a little sore, she
walkedupstairs to rest untiCC came homeForty-five minuteslater, the phone rang and she quickly got up to answer it.

She had been expecting a call from Dr. CrayOs office and didnOt want the staff to pick up the phone. OHello, this is Mrs.
Capwell.O

OHello Sophia. His is Dr. Cray.O

OYes, | was expecting your call. Since you are calling me direct, IOm guessing you found something,O Sophia said with
trepidationin each of her words.

OYes, we did find a smalispiciousnassin your right breast so | would like to do a bsypas soon as possible. Would you
be available to come into the medical center tomorrow?0O asked Dr. Cray.

SophiaOs mind was racing at the thought of this happahimgeragain. She knew she had go through with this, but was
terrified. Did the @ancer reoccur3here would she get the strengthgtmthrough another surgery and hovsligegoing to
tell CC? OYes, | can lieere tomorrow. What time?0

Ol have you scheduled for 11am so | need you to arrdserat Now, IOm sure you are scaredttistis only a biopsy. We

will give you a local anesthetic to numb the area and will even give you a sedative to help calm you. This is justmoutine
all likelihood, this will be a benign tumor. | didnOt see any indications on the mammogram tdhiiinkise. Please just

try and relax tonight andot worry too muclh) counseled Dr. Cray.

OThank you Dr. Cray. [0l try to be positive, bugithg to bedifficult,O Sophiaontemplated

OYe§, I know it is, but just talk to CC and let him detyou and just do something fun tonight to help take your mind off of
it. 10l see you in the morning,O said Dr. Cray.

OOkaythank you and 10Il see yowatn.OThey exchanged goodbyes and thentBapung up the phone. She laick
down and begato softly cry She tried to grapple with this ndaundreality. She loved haurrentlife and was so happy
with CC and the children. She didnOt want anything to ruin that. She so wanted to tell CC everything, but ste@tidnO
upset him so shdecided to wait to tell him until later in the eveningn hour later, Sophia heard €8 catoming upthe
drivewayso she quickly godut of bedand went to the bathroom to fix her makeup so CC wottdredhat she had been
crying. This just wasnOt thight time to tell him everything.

CC came up the stairs and called for Sophia. OIOm in the becﬂbemr,@weredShewaited until shédneard @ come
through the bedroom door and then s@ithope everything went well with Mason.O

CC smiled brighy and remarked, OYes, it did go very well. Mason is a smart man and is making some great business
decisions. 10m very proud of hilneed to go down to the study for a few minutes to gather some paperwork for him. Can
| meet you outside in a littleittso you can tell me about your day?0

OYeah, 1'would like that, but firsant to take a quick shower.O As CC turned and began walking away, Sophia called out
to him, OCC, I love you. | love you very much.O

CC stopped and turned back around, OHigrkil love you too See you in a bit.0 He smiled and headed downstairs.

A short time laterSophia found C@uton the patiaelaxing on the outdoor couch reading a boSke walked over to him
and he glanced up atheOWuld you mind if | joinedyou?0O asked Sophia.

OOf course not my dear lady. | always welcome the company of an enchanting woman,O CC said in his charming voice.

Sophiapicked up a pillow and placed it on CCOs lap. Sheaitedown on theoversizedcouch and rested her headthe
pillow. CC laid his hand across SophiaOs stomach. In turn, she placed her hand &ver piisked up a magazine, but
couldnOt concentrate since she waslsoffaoncern about the tumdiat the mammogragielded This biopsy wasruly
frightening her She so wanted to tell CC so he could wrap his arms arourtd heake her feel safe, but she didnOt want to
worry him. At least not yet. For now, she just wanted to live in this very momemhakememoriesof every detail about

the man whomisehad fallen in love with all over agaims she lightlycaressedhis hand, shiooked up tostudy his

features. Hisearlywhite hairhad onlytraces of gragpeckled througbut it, but he still had all of the charm and sex appeal.



His facerevealedafew more signs of aging, but it didnOt distract from his overall distinguagipedranceHis hands still
conveyeda sense of authority, yet weadwaysgentle and soft whenever he touched Heh. how she loved him so.

CCsuddenlynoticed that Sphia had ben gazing at him so he looked dofwm his book and even though he was looking
directly into his wifeOs eyes, he could tell that she wasnOt looking back at him. She was a miléoraynités quizzically
asked, OHonewre you okay? Youwbk like you are so far away.O

ccOs words brought Sophia back to reality and she quickly sat up. OUm, yeah IOm fine. | guess | was just daydreaming.O
Sheneeded CC so much at this time and didnOt want him to press her further about why she hatyingenistso she

wrapped her arms around his neaid kissed him hard. He was surprised at first by her intensity, but just thought she was

just being amorous. She began to quickiputton his shirt, athe while placing kisses up and dothis neck. @ce his

chest was exposed, she ran her fingpeiskly through his chest haamd then she brushed her fingers across his lips before
kissing him again He found her quick movemengrotic, but also ede a mental note on how strangghe was acting.

He was trying to keep up with her pace by trying to caress her face amugsiefev kisse®n her neckbutshe was more
interested irpleasinghim at the momentHnally heleaned back to get a better viewhedr face andeiterated his earlier
questim. OHmey, are yodeelingokay?O

Sophia just looked at her adoring hushaihterelectric, bluesyes were alluring and shes grinning seductively. She
placed her hands on the sides of his face and pulled him to her for a lon@kiss.she finallyoroke awayshereplied,
OYes darling IOm fine. Now are we going to engage in idol conversation or are we jgsirgnjoy this moment?0

OWell, since you put it that way O CC said with a devilish gritde was about to kiss her again and teepped. OBut
wait, we canOt do this hene the couch What about the staff?0

Ol sent them on errands so they wonOt be back for a few hourshotiéigive us plenty of time,O confirmed Sophia.

Heplaced his hands around her waist and had intetadgldwly lift herknit sweater, but SophididnOt want to wait, $0

one swift moveshe pulled it off herselfHer white, lace bra appeared even brighter against her tannedS$idértook CCOs
right hand and placed it on her heart and whispered, s@®deah me andeel my heart beating and tell me thah iéive and
here with you. | need to know thaty life with you isnOt just a dreamF@eling CCOs hand against her skin reassured her
that her life was completeHis touch was electrifying.

A baffled lookappeared on CCOs face and he replied, OYes of course | feel the beating of your heart. This isnOt a dream be
this is all realO With a furrowed brow, he asked/ly are you acting so strangely?0O

Sophia stammered a bit and then offe@diyst love you so much and given all of the special times we have shared over the
past yearl just wanted to make sure that my life with yogesniuine Sometimes | feel like this is all a fantasy and that
someday | will wake up and not find you by isigde.O

OBabyl assure you that we are real and will be together alwi@ys. not going anywhere.O CC placed his hands on SophiaOs
cheeks and said, OMy love for you talilkke an eternal flamelt just keeps deepening with each passing day.O

Sophia loked devotedly into CCOs eyes and replied, OOh CC, thanKgowvill never know how much | love you.0 She
thenpressed her body against hisd kissed CC with as much passion as she could. She knew he suspected that something
was wrong, but she had fred thatby being intimate with him, she coulorget about the impending biopsy and just lbee
husbandandlet him love her.Soontheir clothes were scattered about the patio floor and CC and Sepigisnuggled

under ahrowblanket. After anotheseries of kisses, Sophia spokeCC, | love you dearly and | want us to remember this
moment forever. Just like we are right now.O

OOf course darling. Being close to you like this is alwagmorabled replied CC as he moved his hand dtwerside of
SophiaOs rib cage and then down to her hip.

OCC, just look at me and promise me that you will remember me just like this,O insisted Stwpkdak his left hand and
placed it over her right breasEhe wasnOt sure if CC would ever be able to toudlké¢his again.

CC looked into SophiaOs eyes and said reassuringly, OSophia, darling, IOm not sure whyagamanetdmut this, but
you know that I love everything about you. | knewvery curve, every soft place and evsppt on your bdy that you love
to be touched.You must know by now that your happiness comes before @nine.



Sophia smilecppreciativelysince she knew in heart that CC was right. He did love her for who she was. She reached up
and stoked the sidef his head and s&i OYou always know what to saynmake me feetherished My love for you is
indescribableand undeniabl® She wrapped her arms around his shoulders and brought him down upon her. As CC trailed
kisses down her neck and thesown herbreast bonegSopha arched her back to meet his tou€tC gladly responded to his
wifeOs needs.

After ashortwhile, Sophiarestedcontent in CCOs arms. She wanted to savor every sdeeenithough CC relisheuking
intimate with Sophia, he still had a nagging feglihat something was bothering her, but since she kept telling him that she
was okay, he didnOt waatkeeping asking.Theylaid therequietly in each otherOs arms for several minutes andhen
couple decided to geip and getressed.CC offered taget them some drinks, while Soplsiaolled intothe living room.

CC was in the kitchepouring two glasses aded tea when the phone rang. He reached over and picked up the receiver.
OHello, this is CC Capwell.O

Vicki voice sounded cheerful, OOt Mr. Capwell. This is Vicki from Dr. CrayOs office. | was @asling to see iMrs.
Capwellis okay and if shbad any questions about the surgery for tomorrow. | know that you too must be quite anxious
after receiving the news about the resulbsrfithe mammogram, but just know that thassis small and will most ligly be
benign.O

cCOs mind began to race as he was trying to comprehend VickiOs woetsy@s office, results from the mammogram, a
biopsy tomorrowand the word benign hit his escious likea wreaking ball. He shook his head as if the physical act would
somehow put the pieces the puzzldogether. He theresponded, OQfes, Mrs. Capwell is doing just fine and u@m

sure she will call you if she has any questions. What iinthe surgery again?0

OItOs at 11:00am so she needs to be heredaym,O stated Vicki.
CC replied, OYes, yes of course, we will be there on time.

OGrQat, then please tell Mrs. Capwell that | called and please donOt worry yourself sickRweigtiting will turn out just
fine,O Vicki said in a reassuring voice.

OYes, | will lemy wife know that you called. Thank youGoodlye.O After Vicki said goodbye, CC dropped the phone
down. He was in total shock. How could Sophia keep this fran?hHe reflectedfor a moment and then it dawned on him.
When Sophia first found out that she had cancer, she had come to him, even though it was during the heglergdis
againsther. To this daygne of his biggestegretswvashis decision toltrow her out of the house and out of his lifée let

his petty jealousy of Lionel interfere with his love far. He was so cruel to her during those days and yet she still came to
him during one of the most difficult times in her life and just wahifedto hold her close. He kneat that moment that
something was seriously wronigutshewouldnOtell him the truth since she didnOt want to worry him or have him pity her.
After Lionel told him the truth about her cancer, he felt so guilty for pudhéng@way and not being supportive. He couldnOt
let history repeat itself so he walked out of the kitchen in search of Sophia.

As he steppeihto the living room, he found heitting on the couch. THights were dimmed and soft music was playing.
Sophia was deep in thought.C walked up to the couch and Sophia was suddenly snapped loeit reverie and smiled at
him. Helooked atherand statedOVicki called a few mirtes ago and inquired about yo8hewanted to let you know that
you could all her anytime if yothave any questions before the surgery tomorrow moring

SophiaOs eyes widened as she listened to the words that CC wasShgikgew irthat instant that her secret was out.
OBy the look on your facecén see how shockgau are that | now know what has begming on for the past few days.
You canOt even imagine hetunned am right now aftejust finding out that my wiféhad a mammogram and was told that
she needed a biopsyut yet she ever told me. Do you want tolltene more or do you want to continue to lie to bye

saying that you are ok&p asked CC.

Sophia stood up and quickly answer®d;C | didnOt exactly lie to you, | just didnOt tell you what was goinBlease know
thatl love youmore than anythinglseand Ichose not to tell you right away sincditinOt want to worry yaD.

CC shot backQWell, | am hurt that you didnOt trust me enough to tell me what was géing on



Olt was~n(~)t a matter of trusting you since | trust you with my life. | wae patrsvhelmed with these terrible thoughts and |
couldnObring myself to burdening you,O Sophia replied.

OBurdening you, how would that have burdened me? 10m your husband and I have a right to know if my wif€@ sick!O
shook his head in silent cfinmation as he put the pieces togeth@&So now this afterno@ut on the pationakes sense. |
knew sonething was different with you.O

OCC, please just understardl | wantedwas forus to be together as | am right now. There are no guaranteéisethat
biopsy will reveal that the mass is benmmd | just wanted to share an intimate moment with you as a complete plerson.
guess | thought if | didnOt telly¢hen it somehow wasnOt real, but | swear to you that | was going to tell you this evening
since the surgery is in the morning. | just didnOt want you to be concerned for any longer than ne¢essagymbny
feelings jumbled inside thaigluess | just madie wrong decisionot to tell youOconfessed Sophia.

ODarling donOt you knowdhyour pain is my pain. We are supposed to be a team and | thought by now that weOve built
enough trusand lovebetween us that you would confide in me with something that is this seBwes if we receive the

worst news and it came downytou losirg your breast, it woutldDtnatter to me one bit. | love you for you. 1Om in love

with who you are, inside and out. My love for you would not change in the slightest if something were to happen like that.
How could you ever think anything differemtee? OCC threw up his hands and then turned away from SofiHia.last

sentewe came out much harsher thanitended.

OOh CC, | donOt know how many ways | can tell you that IOm truly sorry. The last thing | wanted to do was to hurt you.O
Sophia puher hands over her face and beganryo @hrough the tears, she continu€t;C please donOtangry with me

right now. | need your support and strengBiease believe me when | tell that IOm really $driyler voice cracked as the

pleas spilled out.

Hearing her voice quiver with anguish made CC turn aroundodked at SophiaOs body shaking with sadness and the

anger that had built up in him was now dissolving tdacern and love. He walked up to Sophia gewttly removeder

hands from herdceand held them in his ownOHoney, itOs okay.e&e donOt get so upset. You canOt be this way since you
need your strength for tomorrow feel bad that you had to go throutitis ordealon your own.IOm sorry | got angry with

you. | was more fghtened than anything else, but it came out as angeu know that love you so much and thbought

of you having to deal with this on your ojust made me crazy with worr§

Ol knew it would That is why | didnOt want to tell you rightay. | wanted to spare you from the awful feelings that | was
trying to copewith, but | was wrong to keep this from you. &e forgive me,CoBhia said asetirs werdrickling downher
face CCgently wiped them away artdenpulled her into his arms and heldrhtightly against his chestSophia wrapped
her arms around him ardid her head on his shouldefhey held each other for several seconds without exchanging any
words.

While rubbing Sophia(N)s~ back, CC§@My darling, of course | forgive yas Ihope you forgive me for being insensitive
This isnOt about me. [tOs about y@u.just sorry that you had teandlethis news by yourselfor the past few days.O

Sophia appreciated the affectio®LetOs not tell the children about sty No ned to worry them tonight. If the tumor is
malignant, then we can plan to tell the childegrthat pointO

OHoney, letOs not think along those lines just yet. | just know in my heart that you will be okay and that the pathology report
will confirm thatitOs benign,O replied CC in a soothing tbteeknew thatlse needed to hear hopeful words.

After she let out a sigh to release some tenssophia responded)gc Capwell,really do love yowand Ithank you for
being here for mel just donOt knowhat | would do without you.O

OWell my dear that is something that you will never have to experience since IOm not going anywhere. My place is here wi
you and | intendo makethe most oubf our time together.@C looked down at his wifeOs sad eyress then kissed her

softly. OTell you what, we are going to try and get your mind off of this and IQgrtgtake you out on a date,O CC said

with a pleasant smile.

OA date you say Mr. Capwell? | will have to check my cafeiedsee if | can penicyou inO Sophia said with a coy grin.

CC responded in kind, OWell, | guess you will just have to call your other suitors and tell them that you are taken.O



Orhe only suitor that | have listed in my little black book is CC Capwell so it looks likengathe lucky one.O

Ondeed | am baby so let@isgetchangedand we will have a good time out on the towi€O put his arm around his better
half andheaded towardthe stairs.

An hour later, they pulled into the parking lot of PopOs Place. SopH@okest over at CC and said, OThanks honey, this is
exactly what | needed.®Dhey spent the evening eating good food and dancing to all of their favorite songs.

When they arrived home, they walked in the doaiding hands. Cremarked Ol hopé was able to take your mind off of
tomorrow for just a little while.O

OYou sure did and IOm truly gratefuhteDnight with you is always enjoyatfeSophia said with a bit of laughter in her
voice. OIOm tirethoughso IOm going to head up ®dbO A she steppeaway from CC, she felt him puner arm back so
she spun arounidto his arms He kissed her passionately and then said, OThank you for being you. | lov®be.up in
a few minutesO

Ol love you too and thanks again for this evgnim helped more than you know.O Sophia turned and walked up the stairs.

Sophia woke up the following morning with renewed determinat@@hadheld her in his arms all night long. He needed
her just as much as she needed him. He didnOt wantitatadrher, but he was scared too. It had only besarlya year
and a halkince they were back together for good and he just didnOt want their love to be extinguished any time soon.

They arrived at the medical center on time and with tentatiys,steey walkednside. During the next hour, the nurse

completed the medical history form and subsequent insurance paperwor&.S8pida seemed a bit tense, the ninjgeted

her with a light sedative to calm her rattled nerves. CC held her haedtifeetime. Dr. Cray arriveda few minutes before
1lamand said he was readly perform the biopsy which consisted of making an inch long incision and then extracting a

piece of the tumor. CC was asked to leave during the procedure, but beforetreedafte SophiaOs hand a tight squeeze for
encouragement, a soft kiss and said he loved her. Since the sedative had taken hold of her body, she was only awake enou
to say | love you back and then drifted off.

Sophia began to make the asdeatk upto awareness about foffive minutes later She opened her eyes slowly and was
besieged by the siglof flowers. CC hadilled the roomwith vasesof daisies. He was sitting next to her reading a )
magazine.She was stilgroggy but managed to turn hkead towards CCOThank you for the flowers. TheyOre lovely.O

(Hi therepretty lady. How do you feel? Are you nauseated or in any?PaBC inquired.

Ol feel fine. Just a little tired, bthatOs just from tteéeep aide No, I0m not nauseated miany pain. Now itOs just a matter
of waiting for the results,O Sophia said wdtincernin her words.OBut IOm going to remain positive and hope for the best.O

Sophia spent the next few days recuperating. She tried to rest as much as possibtepimassh welcoming distraction

from the anxious feelings that were stirring within her. Every time the phone rang, her stomach would drop and a shroud of
doubt would envelop her. @Cknew that she was feeling unsettled since he too shared the samg, &ntibe needed to

remain focused on the positive. He doted on Sopbiaas Dr. Cray has suggested. He respected the fact that she had

always beelindependentso on these rare occasions when she needed to rely on him, he accepted the duty witlsopen a

He liked to feel needed. He gave her back and foot massages. They watched TV together. He filled the bedroom with fresk
flowers and served her favorite meals to her in bed. He knew he was probably pampering her more than he needgted to since
wasonly a minorout patienprocedure, but since she was accepting his kind gestures, leaget® keep showering his

precious wife with attention. Besides, this was a good way for him to show her how much he cared for her.

By the third day, both Sojnand CC were beginning to get back into their normal routine and their uneasy feelings had
begun to dwindle. As they were enjoying a quiet lunch on the patio, the warm bethemsftérnoon sun cast a yellow glow
behind Sophia. As C&dmired higgorgeus wife against the picture perfect background, he had hoped the doctor would call
soon with the results so that they could file this chagiténeir livesaway. Just as the thoudiadcrossed his mind, the
telephone rang. Sophia instantly droppedfbes onto her plate, which startled CC. They both looked at each other and
knew in their hearts that this was the call that they had been waiting for.

A few seconds later, Marie appeared at the doorway and began to walk towards Sophia. OMrs.iﬁaﬁmfeH,){tou.O
Sophia accepted the receiver ananked Marie.OHello, this is Sophia Capwé&lIShe pausednd thencontinued OHello
Dr. Cray. Yes,|IOm feeling okay, but could be better depending on what you are about to tell me.O



There was anothepseand Sophia listened to the words that were being communicated through the phof€lioeuld

hardly stand the wait. He studied SophiaOs face intently loakiagy signs of news, whethebi¢ good or bad. Just then,

Sophia closed her eyes a@8@0s heart sank, but then a ssrailebroke across her face and she said, OThank you so much

Dr. Cray for the good news. You canOt imagine how happy CC and | are that the results are negative for cancer.0 CC was
elated that he jumped @nd gave Sdga a huge hug. He almost knocked the phone right out of her hand. She continued

her conversation with Dr. Cray.Y&s, | will be sure to do that. Thank you again for everything. Goodbye.O As soon as she
set the phone down, she stood up and embrageldusband and let out a huge sigh of relief.

CC answered her silent worblg saying, OThat goes ditto for tne. IOm so happy for you baby.O
Sophia looked up at CC and with joy in her eyes she replied, OYes, | am very happyhebdtr of us. love you.O
Ol love you too!O CC said as he bent down and kigsbdlovedSophia.

About ten days lateiSophia was back to feeling like her old self. The soreness had dissipated even though the incision site
wasstill slightly red. She was just shankful that the results were negative for cancer. She could resume her life and at
least not stress about this again for anosidemonths. Dr. Cray wanted to error on the safe side and requested that Sophia
get another mammogram done in the fall.the meantime, the Capwells made their annual donation futtemn G. Komen

for the Cureorganization.

Sophia was in the shower when CC entered the bathroom. ODarling, if youOrd tipotagitt we could go sailing today.O

Excitedly Sophia answed from behind the shower curtailﬁ‘)Yes,'of course IOm up for sailing. I1Ove been cooped up in this
house for too long and want totgait and enjoy something fun.O

OWonderful, then | will let you finish your shower while | let the marina know thatilveaenxcoming today,O CC said with
enthusiasm.

ONo, wait,0 said Sophia. She then peeked around the shower curtain and looked ateZCapitivating eyes and flashed
him a dazzling smile. OBefore we go exploring the waters of the Pacific, | thiskawld fist explore the waters right here
in this shower | think | saw a shark in here and need a strong, sexy lifeguard to come rescue me!O

CCsmiled at Sophia, shut the bathroom door and then sauntered over to the shower. He gave Sophiasanddikdgan
to unbutton his shirt. Before he could even remove it, Sophia pulled the shower oacteand pulled CC into the shower.
He was instantly soaking wet. With laughter in his voicedid OThis isnOt exactly how | would go about rescuitagresel
in distress.O

As Sophia finished taking off his shirt atittowingit outside of the shower she remarked, OlOm not a damsel in distress. 10m
alonely wife whohas missed hdrandsomdusband.O

CC quickly asked, OHoney, are you sure you wart thid now? | mean | donOt want to hurt you in any @ay.

OOh darlinglOm all healedowa}ndlém mor¢han willing and abléo be with youso bring those lips over to mine. | need
you to rescue me MLifeguardO

CC could resist no longer and wrappeési drms around his wife and vigorously kisseddeethe warm water splashed over
them Hehappilysurrenderedo SophiaOs needinessl together they let the water wash away their worrieseartieir
love rejuvenate their souls.

Written by Lori G h dedicatiorto a dear friend who is battlirqgrvicalcancer.



